
SOUTHERN SECTOR 

RISING 

Mr. T.C. Broadnax, City Manager 
Mr. Eric Johnson, Mayor 

Wednesday, August 5th
, 2020 

Mr. Omar Narvaez, Chair, Council Committee on the Environment and Sustainability 
City Council Members 

Dallas City Hall 
1500 Marilla Street 
Dallas, TX 75201 

Dear City Manager, Mayor, and Council, 

It's been 947 days since Marsha Jackson and her Choate Street neighbors awoke one morning to find 

their Southern Dallas homes surrounded by an illegal dump full of hazardous asphalt shingles. It's 
been 413 days since District Court judge Gena Slaughter ordered that illegal dump, known as "Shingle 

Mountain," closed and removed. 

And yet, today, an estimated 100,000 tons or more of illegally dumped waste still towers over those 
Choate Street homes. 

There wasn't a day during this period that the City of Dallas could not and should not have 
immediately shut down the Shingle Mountain dump and begun a thorough clean-up. 

Operators of the dump violated the law the moment they opened their toxic business. They 
violated a specific deed restriction put in place to prevent the very dumping they encouraged. They 
didn't obtain the Special Use Permit required by the City. They didn't have any solid waste or 
storm run-off permits. They had no pollution permits to spew asphalt dust into the air by the tons. 
And they were doing business in a floodplain that specifically prohibited their existence. From its 

very beginning, the "business" was a nuisance and public health threat, and, yet the City, ignoring 

the deed restriction and its own processes and regulations, issued it a Certificate of Occupancy, 
anyway. 

Even after a year of repeated complaints to City Hall by Marsha Jackson and others, city attorneys 
still stood their ground, insisting this toxic dump was legal. But they soon had to come to terms with 
the fact that the City was violating its own Municipal Code and was guilty of gross negligence. Only 
after this group, which Ms. Jackson and her neighbors founded, threatened to shut down Shingle 

Mountain with civil disobedience, did the City suddenly determine that, in fact, the toxic waste site 
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